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SUBJECT:  ESTONIA  TO  SUPPORT  EU  COMPLIANCE  WITH  WTO  BIOTECH 
RULING 

REF:  SECSTATE  153542 

Classified  By:  DCM  Karen  Decker  for  reasons  1.4  (b)  & (d). 

11_1 . (SBU)  Estonia  will  support  EU  compliance  with  the  WTO 
ruling  outlined  in  ref tel  by  the  November  21  deadline  for  a 
Reasonable  Period  of  Time  (RPT).  According  to  Allan  Gromov, 
Deputy  Under  Secretary  of  the  Ministry  of  Environment  (MOE), 
Estonia  voted  against  the  ban  on  these  corn  varieties 
initiated  by  Austria  at  the  last  committee  meeting.  Gromov 
told  us  that,  as  there  was  no  qualified  majority,  the  EU 
Commission  will  take  a position  in  favor  of  these  corn 
varieties  as  demanded  by  the  WTO.  The  decision  will  be  made 
very  soon  to  meet  the  RPT  deadline  in  order  to  avoid  U.S. 
sanctions . 

t.2 . (C)  Comment:  The  Government  of  Estonia  (GOE)  has  a 

reputation  for  objective,  science-based  decisions  on  biotech 
issues.  This  particular  issue  of  compliance  with  the  WTO 
ruling  revealed  rifts  within  the  GOE  and  the  Ministry  of 
Environment  itself.  However,  in  the  end  the  GOE,s 
commitment  to  rules-based  decisions  won  out.  The  MOE 
initially  planned  to  oppose  compliance  with  the  WTO  ruling 
within  the  RPT  deadline.  However,  it  changed  its  position 
after  the  MFA  weighed  in,  arguing  for  a position  in  support 
of  compliance  with  WTO  rules.  End  Comment. 
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